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SYMPHONY IN THREE MOVEMENTS

I: Landscape. Darkness. Menace. Terror.

J =69; J=60. duration ca. 6:15 page 1
Abrupt and quietly menacing, with sudden shrill outburst ar m. 65

II: Introspection. Calm. Repose. Affirmation.
J=60; J =72; 1 =84; 1 =60. duration ca. 7:30 page 35

Calm and neutral setting in strings, from which the winds develop a
steadily growing affirmative mood.

I1I: Dance. Obsession. Wonder. Complicity.
J =132; ] =96 and 108; J = 132. duration ca. 6:15 page 66

Driving and mechanistic, with terrace dynamics. Before close, a
trancelike interruption in shifting tempi and dynamics.

Total duration ca. 20 minutes.

Note: this work is called Symphony in Three Movements, not in
homage to Igor Stravinsky, but because the tempi are carefully
contrived to make the three movements develop a logical motion
both within and among themselves. Performance tempi will of
course be affected by external considerations, especially room
acoustics; but it is hoped that any performance will respect the
proportions of the indicated tempi.



This symphony is dedicated to my teacher, Robert Erickson. It was
written as a memorial for my friend, Tom Guernsey, who was
dying as it was composed.

INSTRUMENTATION
3 flutes (1 alt. with piccolo) harp
2 oboes (2 alt. with English piano
horn) timpani
1 English horn three percussionists:
2 clarinets in A (1 alt. with Eb 1: bongos, tomtom, high snare
cl. and bass cl.) drum, high wood block,
1 bass clarinet chime, bass drum, bells,
3 bassoons (1 alt. with xylophone, marimba
contrabassoon) 2: lion's roar, muted cymbal,
bells, vibraphone, medium
4 horns in F snare drum, low snare drum
3 trumpets in C 3: bass drum, anvil, slapstick,
4 trombones (alto, tenor, bass, bicycle horn, bells, suspended
contrabass) cymbal, tambourine, crash
cymbals

strings (all capable of divisi a2)

Note: The bells, required at the close of the second movement (p.
64), can be played by a number of musicians to approximate the

sound of deep distant bells. See suggestion in the appendix on p.
106.

PremMIERE: Kent Nagano, Berkeley Symphony Orchestra, April 28,
1989, on a program with Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.



Charles SHERE

Landscape. Darkness. Menace. Terror.
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Suggestionn for realization of the part for bells at the end of the second movement.
The coil springs supply ictus; the main frequencies desired are in the French horns
and the harp; other instruments supply over- and undertones, the varying dynamics
providing a hocketing effect.

The overall dynamic should always be well in the background of the orchestra;
dynamics indicated here are meant only with respect to the other “bell” parts.

The best effect may be made by using offstage instruments, if possible. In no case
should electronic instruments, synthesizers, or pre-recorded material be used.



ProGraM NOTE

The Symphony in Three Movements was written in response to a
request from Kent Nagano, who is firmly committed to the
continued virility of contemporary music. The request was — is —
not an easy one to consider. The very word “symphony” is
daunting: one is immediately challenged by the great tradition and
its greatest representatives. In a time when “pretentious” is the
ready dismissal for any serious gesture it is dangerous to attempt a
conversation with Beethoven’s Ninth. The composer and his
musical language, and the measure of the community which has
shaped both of them, are unlikely to withstand the inevitable
comparison.

But the impetus that results in symphonic music is alive in our
time too. Even if only to bring new admiration to the heritage of
past masters, and new energy to the performance of their music,
present work must continue. But it must respond to its own
imperatives while it converses with the past. Art must speak in
general terms to universal experiences — but in a language
expressive of its own time, informed by present values.

A symphony is a public event; a social event. Its music must be
responsible to its audience and performers, if they are to be
responsive to it. Its forms must be coherent enough to facilitate
understanding on a single hearing, performance on a tight
rehearsals schedule. Yet coherence is neither very present nor even
necessarily admirable in our lives. For a modernist to compose a
symphony is almost a contradiction in terms.

My Symphony in Three Movements is a deliberate attempt to
confront these issues. I have tried to keep the occasion of its
performance — kits public nature — in mind. As well as the
traditional form implied by its title, it has a content, a “program.”
It can be misleading to reduce musical programs to verbal terms.
Musical meaning is not verbal meaning. But if program notes may
help direct the listener away from verbal or “pictorial” listening,
they are worth writing.

Most succinctly, the Symphony is “about” terror, calm and
compulsion. Each of the three movements is in fact a motion
within one of these states, and from one state to another. Their
context — the area of action, if you like — is natural in the first
movement, personal in the second, social in the third. The three
movements participate in a formal structure. The tempo steadily



increases. Key structural points are marked as special events. Each
of the three large sections is composed of three smaller ones in turn.

The musical content is in many cases recycled. The first
movement may be familiar, in its outlines and details, to those who
know Tongues, a work for poet and chamber orchestra composed
for the Arch Ensemble in 1978. The second movement is a kind of
very free chaconne based on Screen, originally for string quartet.
The third movement is entirely new, but captures some “ambient”
material: a tango from my recent micro-opera I Like It to Be a Play;
the warning signals sounded by baggage carts at the Dallas airport.

Tongues was “about” death and disruption; Screen is meant to
be serene and arbitrary, like a natural landscape. The third
movement is “about” complicity, about the transformation of
private and personal contemplations into social and physical
gestures. In a sense, that is what a composer does when writing a
symphony.

Charles Shere
Berkeley, April 1989

FIRST EDITION



